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SERMON 


SELECT AUDIENCE, 


O N 


For our HAPPYW DELIVERANCE 
from the Miſeries of the Late 


UNNATURAL REBELLION. 
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. 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all your 
Heart: For conſider how great Things he hath done for 


you. 
But if ye ſhall flill ds wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed both 
ye and your King. 1 Sam. xii. 24, 25. 
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I SAM. xii. 24, 25. 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
Truth with all your Heart: For con- 
feder how great Things he hath done 
for you. 

But if ye ſhall ftill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed both ye and your King. 


T HIS being a Day ſet apart to be ob- 
ſerved as a Publick Thankſgiving to 
Almighty God, for his great Mercy 

and Loving-Kindneſs towards us, in 
cruſhing the late Unnatural Rebellion, and re- 
ſtoring this Nation to its domeſtick Tranquil- 
lity, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate to you, 
how applicable the Words in my Text arc to 
the preſent Occaſion. In doing which, 


Firſt, 1 ſhall enforce to you the Neceſlity of 


| fearing the Lord, and ſerving him in 
Truth 1 all our Hearts. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall relate, how great Things he 
hath 5 for us: And, 

Thirdly, The true Meaning of the Words, 
But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed bath ye me your King. 


Firſt, 
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_ Firſt, The Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 

ning of all Knowledge, ſays King Solomon ; 
that is, in all our Unde takings, and in what- 
ever Station it has pleaſed God to place us in 
this World, not intirely to depend on our 
own Underſtanding ; but look upon it as a 
Guide which too often leads us in the wrong 
Path, and enſnares us to make uſe of human 
Reaſon only to gratify our prevailing Appe- 
tites and Paſſions ; and that the grand Aim of 
all our Actions ſhould be the Glory of God, 
and the Good of our Fellow- Creatures. 

But the greateſt Part of Mankind are too 
apt to forget God, and to place their Succeſſes 
to the Account of their Courage, Wiſdom, 
or Foreſight, and their Misfortunes to unfore- 
icen Accidents, or Ill. Luck: Thus they arc 
led by the high Opinion they have of them- 
ſelves, to forget God, and bchaye as if they 
were independent Beings ; without the leaſt 
Conſideration of the poor and wretched State 
the whole Race of Mankind muſt inevitably 
ſink into, if they forget God, and are for- 
ſaken by him. 

This Self. Sufficiency is attended with Pride, 
Arrogance, and ſuch a deluſive Vanity, as 
very frequently makes us both hated and de- 
ſpiled, when we imagine ourſelves loved and 
reſpected. Though ſome Men indeed are ſo 
intoxicated with the Idea of their high Births 


and yaſt Fortunes, that they neither value nor 
| ieſpect 


(3) 

reſpe& any Man, nor do they want to be va- 
lued or reſpected; but keep Mankind as it 
were at Arm's length; and have no Depen- 
dance either upon God or their Fellow-Crea- 
tures : They look upon their own Wiſdom as 
a ſufficient Security againſt any Attempts of 
Men; and that their vaſt Poſſe ſſions put them 
even out of the Power of Providence to de- 
prive them of their ſenſual Enjoyments: And 
thus they live in open Defiance both of God 
and Man. 

But let theſe proud Boaſters of their great 
Abilities and worldly Treaſures remember both 
the exalted and afflicted State of Job; or, if 
they are of that Polite Tribe who deny the 
Authority of the Scriptures, and look upon 
that Sacred Book as a mere Fable ; let rhem, 
I ſay, take a curſory View of Lite, and then 
judge of the Uncertainty of their own Con- 
dition, not only by the ſurpriſing Change of 
3 Men's Fortunes, but even by the De— 

ruction of vaſt Empires, Kingdoms, and 
the moſt flouriſhing and powerful Common- 
wealths : Let them reflect a little upon thoſe 
Fears and Anxictics which tormented the 
Minds of the Wealthy and Proud, during rhe 
late Rebellion; and then judge themſelves im- 
partially, if they were not under ſome diſmal 
Apprtchenſions, and what muſt have been the 
inevitable Change of Fortunes, if God had 
ſuffered thole inteſtine Commoticns to have 


continued ſome time longer, and the Rebels 
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at laſt to have ſucceeded. What would have 
become of all the Grants of Abbey-Lands ſince 
the happy Reformation? Where, would have 
been the vaſt Fortuncs in the public Funds ? 
Or even what Security would have been left 
any Man in the Enjoyment of his own privatc 
Fortune, but the lawleſs Will of our ſavage 
Conquerors? And yet, notwithſtanding the 
ſolid Rock upon which too many Men ima- 
gined their Fortunes were built, all theſe 
Things might have been caſily complcatcd, if 
it had pleaſed God to have permitted us to 
have fallen into the Hands of our Enemies; 
and from which his Goodneſs, and not our 
Merits, has ſo lately ſaved us. 

The Prophet T1/azah gives us a very lively 
Repreſentation of the Folly and Preſumption 
of thoſe Men, who depend upon their own 
Wiſdom, and live as their Pleaſures lead them, 
without any Regard to God, or the Obſer- 
vance of his divine Laws: All Nations before 
him are as nothing, and they are counted to 
him leſs than nothing and Vanity ; Ila. xl. 
17. And xliv. 24, 25. 1 am tbe (#45 that 
maketh all Things, that ſiretcheth forth the 
Heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the 
Earth by myſelf”; that fruſtrateth the Tokens 
of the Liars, and maketh Diviners mad, 
that turneth wiſe Men backward, and mak- 
eth their Knowledge fooliſh. 

There arc too many in this Nation, who 
attribute the Succeſs of his Majeſty's Arms a- 
gainſt the Rebels merely to human Prudence; 

- | and 


(5) 


and more eſpecially from the large Sums of 
Money ſubſcribed for raiſing and ſupporting a 
large additional Body of Men, to the national 
Forces: ſuch Meaſures are, no doubt, con- 
ſiſtent with the uſual Methods practiſed to 
withſtand, and overthrow an Enemy. But 
the greateſt Defence in our Power to make, 
would have been but as the Breath of one Man's 
Noſtrils, if God had not been on our Side. 
In order to ſhow the Sincerity of our Hearts 
in this Thankſgiving, let every Man, in his 
different Station of Life, behave himſelf as be- 
comes a true Chriſtian: As for People in low 
Circumſtances, who labour hard for their daily 
Bread, let them fear the Lord, by attending 
the Divine Worſhip, and living ſoberly and re- 
ligiouſly; let them avoid Idleneſs, Sloth, im- 
moderate Drinking, and profane Curſing and 
Swearing 3 let them make uſe. of honeſt In- 
duſtry for the Support of themſelves and Fa- 
milies; and let them behave decently and re- 
ſpectfully to their Superiors: Such a Conduct 
in the lower Claſs of Men may juſtly entitle 


them to the Character of /zving in the Fear of 


the Lord, and ſerving him in Truth with all 
their Heart. 

But when we conſider that Part of the Na- 
tion whoſe aftlucnt Fortunes are a Support to 
them without Labour, who are bleſſed not 
only with the Neceſſaries of Life, but even all 
the Superfluities rheir Imaginations can ſuggeſt 
tothem, who ncither ſow nor reap, yet have a 


plentiful Harveſt, and their Barns full for many 


Years: 
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66 
Years : From ſuch Men many Things are re- 
quit d to ive in the Fear of the Lord. As 
they have no Care upon them for their Main- 
tenance, their Thoughts ſhould intitely turn 
for the general Good of Mankind; they ſhould 
conſider themſelves only as Stewards of thoſe 
Riches they enjoy ; and thar they muſt one 
Day give an Account of their Stewardſhip. 
I ſhall not preſume to point out any particular 
Methods for rich Men to proceed upon in the 
Diſpoſal of the Surplus of their Fortunes: 
There are innumerable Ways for them to ſhew, 
that they /ive in the Fear of the Lord. Thoſe 
who have it in their power, may always find an 
Opportunity of doing good. 

And here I think it an indiſpenſable Duty 
in me to remind thoſe Gentlemen who were 
fo liberal in their Subſcriptions towards raifing 
Money for ſuppreſſing the late Rebellion, 
ſtrictly to ſcrutinize their Conſciences concern- 
ing the Motives of their extenſive Liberality : 
Whether it proceeded from a due Regard to 
the Fear of the Lord? Whether ir was from 
the Duty they ow'd their Sovercign, and a 
true and diſintereſted Love to their Country! ? 
Whether for the Happineſs and Safety of their 
Fellow-Subjects ? Whether from the Vanity 
of popular Applauſe, the darling Paſſion and 
original Spring of many good Actions! or 
whether, inſtcad of fearing the Lord, they 
fear the Lols'of their own private Fortunes? 
would not have it conjectut'd, that I here en- 
deavout to put an ill- natur d or evil Conſtruc- 

| tion 
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tion upon good Intentions; I mean earneſtly 


to enforce it to thoſe Gentlemen, not to diſ- 
ſemble with God, and deceive themſelves. 
The late Rebellion is now happily at an cnd, 


and thereby the deep-concerted Schemes and 


daring Enterprizes ot our Enemies entirely de- 
feated. This great Metropolis is no more ter- 
rified both Night and Day with the uncouth 
Noiſe of Drums bcating to Arms; no watch- 
ing for Signals to prevent our being ſuddenly 
ſurprizd; our Gates are open, and Peace is 
within our Walls; and there is an uninter- 
rupted Communication for Trade throughout 
the Kingdom. We are now at leiſure to ex- 
amine, and we tco ſenſibly feel the Effects of 
the late inteſtine Diſturbances. In à violent 
Storm, every one is ſo deeply cmploy'd for the 
Preſcrvation of the Ship, that they have no 
time to examine into the Damages ſuſtain'd ; 
but when a Calm enſues, they immediately ſet 
themſelves to work, to repair thoſe Damages 
as cxpeditiouſly as poſlible, and refit their 
Ship for thc intended Voyage. 

It may, at firſt tight, ſecm ſomewhat in- 
conſiſtent to enter into a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Trade: However, I ſhall cndeavour 
to ſhew the Neceſſity of theſe Obſervations, 
and how agrecable they are with Fearing the 
Lord, and ſerving him in Truth with all 
our Hearts. It is very manifeſt, by the In- 
ſtances I have juſt mention d, of the liberal 
Subſcriptions during the Heat of the Rebel- 
lion, that there is plenty of Moncy in the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom in many People's Hands; therefore 
there ought to be no Want of the Neceſſa- 
rics of Life in any one: We ſhould, at this 
Time eſpecially, look upon ourſelves as So- 
journers and Travellers together, and to let 
no Individual want, while there is ſo great a 
Stock remaining among the Whole. We 
may ſpare a little without hurting ourſelves or 
our Families; and thereby ſecure a laſting 
Bleſſing to our Poſterity. 

It is too well known, that a great Stagna- 
tion of Trade has been the Effect of the late 
Rebellion ; by which great Numbers of 
Tradeſmen have been obliged to break in up- 
on their Capital Stock. Others, whoſe Trade 
was ſmall, and could not ſtand the Shock, 
have been obliged to borrow Money upon ex- 
orbirant Intereſt, or pawn their Valuables, 
which is pretty near the ſame thing: And in 
Times of publick Calamity, Uſurers will 
wickedly make their Market, whoſe Fortunes 
are chiefly acquir d from the Ruins of the Ne- 
ceſſitous. Many of the Working-Men, a 
very valuable Part of this Nation, when rightly 
conſider d, liv'd partly upon Credit, for want 
of Employment, and were obliged to leave 
their Families to publick Mercy, "and ſhift for 
themſelves as well as they could. Great Part 
of theſe Men cheerfully engaged in his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, to defend the Lives, Liberties, 
and Properties of their rich Fellow-SubjeQts, 
who liv'd in Eaſe and Plenty, whilſt they en- 
durcd the Fatigues of a W. inter- Campaign, and 

the 


9 

the Miſeries of Cold, Hunger, and Midnight- 
Watchings. And this, however neceſſary to 
be done at that time, has occaſion'd a great 
Calamity among the labouring Part of this 
Kingdom, and reduced many Families ro a very 
low Ebb. It is a Damage, now the Storm is 
over, which we onght immediately to ſet 
about repairing. And I will cndcavour to 
ſhew in what manner we ſhould begin, and 
how cflcntially it will „e fearing the Lord, 
and ſerving him in Truth with all our 
Hearts. 

In order to repair the Damages ſuſtain'd by 
the trading Part of the Nation, let Men of 
Property open their Purſes as freely, now in 
Time of Safety, as they lately did in Time of 
Danger, Let them cheerfully buy the Manu- 
factures of our own Nation with Ready-Mo- 
ney; this will enable Tradeſmen to employ 
the Handicraftſmen, and give freſh Life to 
every thing; it will be to them as a reviving 
Spring after a melancholy Winter, and pro- 
duce freſh Bloom in thoſe Countenances wi- 
ther'd by Poverty and Diſtreſs. It is, in ſhort, 
a Duty, not to ſay a Debr, which they owe 
the Publick ; which, if not juſtly paid, may 
perhaps prevent their being ſo faithfully ſervd 
in any future Time of Diſtreſs, (which God 
forbid ſhould ever happen on the like Oc- 
caſion;) when they may cry aloud, but n | 
find none to help them. 2 

Beſides, their Sin of Ingratitude will one 
* be puniſhed by the Great Judge of Hea- 


ven, 


(as) 
ven, Who will always act juſtly, and whoſe 
Sentence no Prevarication can evade. Before 
him all human Wiſdom and dcceitful Schemes 
will be, ſet at nought 3 thoſe. only who have 
fear d the Lord, and kept his Commandments, 
will find Favour in his fight, The well- 
mcanwg open- hearted Man will no more fall 
into the Snares and Traps of ths long-headed 
and ſecret Invaders of the Liberties and Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind; And thoſe who, by their 
dark and hidden Contrivances have deccived 
the Innoccnt and Unwary, will at laſt find 
themfelves enſnar d by the Grand Deceiver. 
Mhen we are ſurrounded with Misfortunes, 
and know not which way to extricate our- 
ſelves from a Labyrinth of Dithculties, we cry 
aloud to the Lord for Help; then our paſt 
Follies, and Sins ſtare, us full in the Face, and 
dazzle. the Light of human Underſtanding „ 
and We make great Reſolutions, if we ſur- 
mount our preſent Troubles, of ſerving God 
in. Sincerity and Truth. The ſick Man, help- 
leſs and languiſhing in his Bed, promiſes 
Amendment of Life, if he recovers from his 
dangerous Diſtemper; yet no ſooner has he re- 
cover d Strength enough to go abroad, but 
he forgets his faithleſs Promiſes, like, a Dog 
returns to the Vomit, and immediately plunges. 
headlong into his former Courſe of Life. 
The, Man whole Extravagancies oblige him to 
ſcek his Bread on the rude and , boiſterous 
Occan, makes to himſelf moſt. ſolemn Pro- 


teſjaions, if it pleales l to bleſs him with 
| a 
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a proſpetous Voyage, and a ſafe Return, that 
ne will quite alter his former Indiſeretions; 
yet alas! when he has met with all the Suc- 
ceſs” his Imagination could ſuggeſt to him, 
inſtead of being reclaim'd, he no ſooner rea- 
ches his long-iſh d- for native Shore, than 
that Fortune, ſo dearly acquir'd, ſerves only 
to enable him to run into greater Extrava- 
gancies and Follies, than thole which before 
obliged him to forſake his Country, bis 
Friends, and his Family. The poor, miſe- 
rable, hung ory, and naked Debtor, when con- 
fined in Priſon, and deſerted by all the World, 

promiſes, if ever he regains his Liberty, that 
he never more will put Ar in any Man's Power 
to hurt him; and that he will not ſpend a 
ſingle Farthing idly or extravagantly :- yet no 
ſooner is he ſet free, but he again contracts 
unneceſſary Debts, and involves himſelf more 
than whar had before deptivd him of his Li- 
berty. And thus we deal with God in all 
our Misfortunes and Troubles; but no ſoonet 
are we reliev'd from them, than the baſeſt 
Ingratitude is the only Return we make for 
all his Mercies. But I hope that all of us will 
conſider well the Nature of this Thankſgiving, 
and not trifle with the Almighty and our own 
Conſciences. It is not a mere Matter of Form 
that we arc here aſſembled. Let us beware, 
left, by lighting paſt Mercies, we bring heavy 
Judgments upon us. I thereforc carneſtly be- 
ſeech you ſtedfaſtly to regulate your Actions 
by the Words in my Text, and we may hope 
C3 for 


1 
| : 
1 
. | 


. 


1 
* 
6 
pt 
- 
= 
, . 
13 
7 h 
* 
4 
* 
* 
"= 


(12) 
t the Continuance of God's Fayour towards 
s: Only fear the Lord, and jery him 11 

T ruth with all your Hearts. 
I ſhall now proceed to * ſecond, Part of 
my Diſcourſe. j 


Secondly : For conſider how great 7 hings 
he hath done for you. The Tranſgreſſions 
of the Fews, and the many great Things 
done for them, not only by his Miniſters 
and Seryants, but immediately by the Hand 
of God himſelf, are ſo well-known, that J 
preſume there are none here bur muſt cithcr 
have read them in the Sacred Records, or 
heard them read in the daily Service of our 
Church; therefore think, at this time, it would 
be a needleſs Repetition, I ſhall proceed then 
to ſhew how theſe Words are applicable to 
the preſent Occaſion, and make appear Hou 
great Things God hath done for Us. 

When Popery, Superſtition, and Ignorance 
were at their greateſt Height, Henry the 
Eighth, the once great Enemy of the Refor- 
mation, was made the Inſtrument of God to 
ſhake: off the papal Yoke, and to lay the Foun- 
dation-Stone of our religious Liberties. His 
Son Edward the Sixth was taken off the Stage 
of Life in the Bloſſom of his Youth: And 
then it pleaſed God to ſcourge this Nation 
with popiſh Tyranny, under the ſhort but 
cruel Reign of his Siſter Mary, who was en- 
tirely led away by the Counſels of wicked 
and blood-thirſty Prieſts. After her Death, 

| 1 
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the Beams of Religion and Freedom began to 
appear, as ſoon as Queen Elixabeth aſcended 
the Throne. Her Reign was long. and glo- 
rious, although ſurrounded both with forcigh 
and domeſtick Enemies. The greateſt nayal 
Armament that was perhaps ever fitted out by 
any Potentate, was ſent: from Spain with the 
Bleſſing of the Pope, to dethrone her, and 
enſlave this Nation again under the papal 
Yoke: But this mighty Work was no ſooner 
ripe than rotten 3 and fell a Victim to the 
Arm of God, who ſupported our Cauſe, and 
did great Things for us. King James, the Firſt 
of England, ſucceeded the glorious rg 
Elizabeth, and in him center'd the deſign'd 
Succeſſion of Henry the Seventh to unite 
the two Kingdoms, and heal thoſe Wounds 
which had been continually kept open by 
the Contrivance of our profeſſed Enemies the 
French. However, we find that the wileſt 
Sc hemes form d by human Policy often prove 
abortive: This Succeſſion, which had the 
greateſt probability of producing à laſting 
Tranquillity both to the People of England 
and Scotland, has ſeveral times been at- 
tended with inteſtine Wars and crucl Blood- 
ſhed. I ſhall not enter into a Detail of 
the Character of King James; it has been 
ſufficiently canvaſſed by Hiſtorians; but only 
obſerve, that his Reign was in general very in- 
glorious, and his private Life infamous. His 
Son Charles the Firſt ſucceeded him; and in 


his 


(2%. ) 
his Reign began thoſe Troubles under en 
this Nation hath cver ſince groan 0. 
Eing Charis the Firft is allow d, by all i im- 
partial Men, the Character of a religious and 
Magnanimous Prince, but led away by the 
Qounſels of his popiſn and ambitious Queen, 
which too much correſponded with his own 
Deſire of being an Abſolute Prince. This in- 
ſatiable Thirſt of Power involved him and 
his Subjects in a moſt unriatural and bloody 
War, which at laſt ended in the Ruin of the 
1 He Was ſeized as a Priſoner, and brought 
a formal Trial, condemned for a Traitor 

5 his People, and publickly beheaded upon a 
Scaffold ncar his Palace at Mhiteball. And 
thus ended the Reign of that unhappy King, 
hom God Darin fal a Sacrifice to the 
People, whoſe Liberties he had mene at- 
tempted to invade. 
The Natio- being then without a King; a 
new Form of Government enſued. The grand 
Enemy of the deceaſed Monarch became Ruler 
of the Land under the Title of Lord Pro- 
tector: And even during this ſurpriſing Change 
of Affairs, God did great Things for us. 
He made Cromwell an Inſtrument of ptotect- 
ing us againſt the Ambition both of er 
and San. | 

After the Death of Cromivell, the kiinacdven 
was in the urmoſt Confuſion ; his Son was 
weak,. and had no Genius for Government; 
oy a gencral Wreck of Affairs feem'd to 
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(35) 
threaten us; when God again blotted out our 
Iniquitics, by the Reſtoration of King Charles 
the Second. 9 

Never were greater Rejoicings than on that 
Ocealion. A general Satisfaction and Trans 
quillity ſeem'd once more to revive ; and every 
thing was put in its former Channel. King, 
Lords, and Commons ruled the Land, Epi- 
ſcopacy Was re-eſtabliſhed, and every thing 
ſeem'd-right. | 

When King James the Second aſcended 
the Throne, he made the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
miſes to ſupport the People in their Religion 
and Liberties: However, he ſoon. broke his 
royal Word and Coronation- Oath, and began 
impetuouſly to introduce Popery and Arbitrary 
Power. 

The Friends of the baniſhed Duke of Mon- 
mouth, encouraged by the Complaints of the 
People, invited him into England, and to 
maintain his Right to the Crown by Force of 
Arms. But he was ſoon defeated, and be- 
headed. The Glory of reſcuing this Nation 
from Popery and Tyranny was reſerved for 
another. | 

The King thought all was ſecure, when he 


had got the Life of his Rival; and he governed 


the People entirely according to his own ab- 
ſolute Will: And he gave his Judge Fefferies 
even a Power of ſporting away the Lives of 
his Nephew's unhappy defeated Adherents. 


Dur Religion and Liberties were now on the 
Brink of Ruin, when God again ſtretched forth 


his 


616) 
his Arm, and did great Things for us, at a 
time we were feeble, and, to all human = 
pearance, entirely defencelels. | 

In the midſt of all this ſeeming uncontroulable 
Power of King James the Second, this Land was 
ſurprizingly deliver d from impending Ruin, 
and ſaved from the griping Jaws of abſolute 
Monarchy and 'religious Slavery. 
Remember then thankfully, O ye wicked 
and perverſe Generation, and conſider how 
great Things God hath done for you ! A 
King, in the Height of his Power, was ob- 
liged to abandon his Crown, his Kingdom, 
and his Pcople, for the Safety of your Reli- 
gion, your Liberties, and your Properties. 

Truſt not then to the Arm of Man only, 
ye Rulers of the Earth ; but let your Depen- 
dance be on the living God, who 1s able to 
deliver you from rhe Jaws of Death, when you 
ſeem to be almoſt ſwallow'd up, and from the 
Hands of your moſt cruel and powerful Ene- 
mics. 

King James had an Army, and on that he 
depended : He had Subjects indeed; but then 
he had loſt their Hearts: God had turned them 
aſide from what that unhappy Monarch thought 
their Duty; and he was in his Diſtreſs for- 
ſaken by a People whom he had oppreſſed. 
One Son invaded his Dominions ; the other 
Son deſerted him. His Generals carried over 
to the Prince of Orange thoſe very Soldiers he 
ae upon to defeat him. Thus all his 
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Royal Grandeur ſunk at onge into Confuſion 
and Deſpait, and he yas obliged to fly from, a 
People he might have ruled with Peace to his 
own Mind, and Happineſs and Eroſperity " 
them; 

Here was a | ſurpriſing Revolution indeed? 
The Crown was taken from MEagpers: and. 
placed upon the Head of his Daugliter and 
King James was burdened with Life, only. co 
ſee himſelf without Power, in a foreis n Land, 
deprived of his Patrimonial and Regal Rights, 
and his Daugliter-Qucen the Ruler of a People 
of wWbom he was now only imaginary Mo- 
narch; he had no more Sovercigaty. than a 
chimerical Lunatic. This was not his only 
Mortification; for our great Deliverer King 
William the Third, jointly with, his Daughter 
Mary, ſhared the Government, of this Land. 
and the Succeſlion . was ſettled in uch a Man- 
ner, that in all human Appearance, has made 
him and his Poſterity Exiles for ver. 
Stand ſtill, O ye Nations of the Earth, and 
ſee the mighty Works of God!. And let us 

with thankful Hearts this Day acknowledge 
how great Things He did for us at the Revo- 
lution; and even to this preſent Hour that we 
enjoy thoſe Religious and Civil Rights which 
make us both a ccd oy, and duriful 

When Kiag Tamas found himſelf obli 2 
60 leave his Hritiſd Pominionz, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of our inyetcrateEygemy;: whe 4 French King, 
he made his laſt 5 in Tre ana, where he 


was 
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was 4gain forſaken by the Great Sovercign 
both of Heaven and Earth, vanquiſhed by out 
late glorious King William, and | arore out of 
al his Inheritances. | 

How ſoon, alas ! docs all worldly Gran: 
deur vaniſh? And who is able to ſtand before 
the living God ? The Power of carthly Kings 
vaniſhes in a Moment; and Millions of Peo- 
ple fall at his Diſpleaſure, like withered 
Leaves. 
I ſhall now proceed to ſhew how- great 
Things God did for us, after King flliaw 
and Queen Mary were in full Poſeſſion of 
theſe Realms. 

The French King, Gading all his Schemes 
for re-eſtabliſhing the abdicated Monarch upon 
the Throne, by he Hands of free-born Britons, 
entirely fruſtrated, employed all his Craft and 
Force to ſubject us to his tyrannic Yoke. And 
though it pleaſed God, that our great Deliveret 
was not ſucceſsful in Battle againft that grand 
Invader of the Rights and Liberties of Europe 
yet he never ſuffered us to fall A Sacrificers 
the Ambition and Revenge of our Enemies. 
Hle ſcourged us indeed, bur never entirely for. 
fook us. & 401. 
It pleaſed God dome timo after the Revelu- 

tion, to take Qucen Mary to kimſelf; which 
indled a few Sparks of Hope in our Enemies: 
* notwithſtanding the Machinations of 
France, and the baſe Deſigns of blood-rhirfty 
Affafſi Bator, King n cow 2 
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-, Queen Anne, of glorious and immortal Me- 
mary, immediately aſcended the Throne ; ſhe 
triumphed over the French King, and baffled 
his, deep-laid Schemes; till at length we grew 
wanton with our Liberty, and, like the Children 
of Iſtael, when freed from Egyptian Bondage, 
we began even to pine after Slavery. That Queen 
herſelf was in the latter part of her Reign ſuſ- 

ected, how juſtly I will not preſume to deter- 

ine, of- leaning a little towards a Prince who 
claimed by a Divine Indefeaſible Hereditary 
Right. However theſe things were, let 
Charity for the Infirmities of a once glorious 
Queen, caſt a veil ovet that Part of her Reign. 
We are indeed thus far certain, that after 
many ſignal. Victories gained over France by 
the invincible Duke of Marlborough, inſo- 
much that he became the Terror of that power: 
ful Nation, he was baniſhed, and a Peace con- 
cluded, not much to the Honour of Britain. 
But J hope, as our old and implacable Enemy 


has again involy'd us in War, we ſhall never 


ſheath the Sword which they have drawn, till 
an honourable Peace be obtained, which ſhall 
eſtabliſh a thorough domeſtic Tranquillity to 
this long-perplexed and diſtracted Kinzdom 
by a Popiſh Pretender, and convince the 
World, that God hath not yet forſaken us; 
but that he intends Zo do great Things for us 
if we do not, like the harden'd Zews, rebel 
againſt him. ini 5 1 
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(20). 
At the Death of Qucen Aunè, all Diſquie- 


tudes and Fears of a Popiſh Succeſſor ſeemed at 
an End: But what Dependance is there upon 


the beſt human Securities? The late King Was 


no ſooner ſettled on the Throne' than à Re- 
bellion broke out in the ſame unhappy Part of 
the Kingdom, as that for which we are now 
alſembleq to return God Thanks for fapprcf= 
Ting; and which tnet with the ſame Fate. a 
When it pleaſed God to take our Royal 
Soverci 'gn's Father our of this tratifirory Life, 
there was not fo much as rhe moſt diſtant Pro- 
ſpett of Rom. 2 Tyranny appeared. His pre- 
Int Majeſty Had Yong reſided. amongſi us, and 
had experienced che Dif oſttibns of the People 
he Was to govern,” and had gained their Aﬀec: 
tions. But at à Time w leaf expected, an 
unnatural Rebellion: broke out \/ ſupported by 
Frauer and Sant, two f DO erful Nations, 
with whom we Uyrete in oßen War. And in 
this dangerous Cohfünckure, 1 mall now pow 
grout Things Cod hath done fort Us. 
The Oppotrny y taken” to raife theſe inte ſ⸗ 
eine Commotion Was 'wheti,* His Majeſty was 
e and 100 U Dube unſucceſsful” againſt the 
rench; and Sur national Troops were out of 
the Ringdom. Thus we were in a manner 
left entirely defehicelels : : And when the moſt 
poſitive Accounts came of tlie young Preten- 
er's being lag dect in Scotland, they were 
13 as mere Fables and Court: Bubbles ; 10 
angely were we 'at that time infatuated: 
which did not a little increaſe the Hopes of 
55 by our 
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out Enemies. In the midſt of this — 
ſibility News came that the Kings Troops were 
intitely defeated by the Rebels. Upon this, 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing Pannic enſued, as "I ſcarce 
cver felt either in this or any o her Nation. 
Our once boaſted Engliſh Courage ſunk in- 
8 This ſmall Event raisd ſuch' a prodi- 

ous. Hurricane, that the whole Kingdom 
Kink! to be threatned with a Wreck, and 
every Man, in a moſt ſhamefuf Manner, began 
to ſhift for himfeif. * The Bank of En gland, 
that grand Bul wark of public Credit, was no 
longer thought proper to be truſted, and a 
general Bankruptcy was expected. In this im- 
minent Danger, how ſoon were our Fears diſ- 
perſed; and | how great Things hath God done 


for us? Our drooping Spirits were as ſud- 


denly elevated as they were depreſſed. Public 
Credit, to the laſting Honour of the City of 
London, was revivd, and Induſtry encouraged ; 
and our amazing Puſi llanimity | was changed 
into the moſt heroic Ardour; whilſt the Re- 
bels lay infatuated, without purſuing thoſe 
Advantages their Succeſs muſt in all human 
Appearance have given them. So Great Things 
hath God done for us, and ſo little for our 
Enemics. | 

During theſe Tranſactions, our young Hero, 
the glorious Duke of Cumberland arrived 
from Flanders, whoſe Preſezce added Fire to 
our rc. animated Bodies. As ſoon as he led his 
valiant Troops to Battle, the lawleſs Rebel- 
Crew flew back as precipitatcly as they had 


before 


622) 


2 advanced impetuouſly : Thus all Dan- 

get cem at an end: Our Enemies 8 
uppoſed to be intirely render d incapable. of 

55 more moleſting us 3 and the Duke return d 
ome, 

But alas! we began too. Pon t to "revel i in 
Secutity; when we were a ſecond. Time a- 
larmed with. 13 of; our Troops at Falkirk. 
5 — now ev ry, Man began to ſulpe& his 

iend, and ta cry out, The Nation. is be- 
trayd! And here again let us xcmember with 
unfeigned Thanks how Treat. Things. God 
hath done for us, in the Perſon. of the. Duke, 
who, next under him, preſerved us from im- 
pending Ruin. This young Hero immediate- 
ly left the Palace, and.took the Field. At his 
Approach, the. Troops revivd, and imme- 
diatcly prepared for another Engagement. 
The Rebels again flew, notwithſtanding their 
late Succeſs ; and we purſugd and oyertook 
them in the very Centre of their Strength, 
where the laſt and glorious Battle was fought, 
which put an end to all our Fears; and not 
only brought the Rebel-Chiefs to condign 
Puniſhment, but rendered us formidable to 
our foreign Enemies, and enabled us to aſſiſt 
bur Allies. The victorious Duke returned tri- 
umphant to this great Metropolis, which he 
ſaved from the intended Rapine and Plunder 
of Higbland Robbers. 

Thus I have curſorily ſhewn you how great 
Thing s God hath done for us from the Re- 
formation to the preſent time: and the Obli- 
gations 


(33) 
gations we are undet of returning ; him Thanks 
in u sincerity and Truth. 


| - Heving ſhewn you the Obligations we are 
under of caring the Lord, and ſerving him 
in Truth with all our Hearts, and demon- 
ſtrated how great Things he hath done for us, 
I ſhall now 1 * to the third and laſt Part 
of my Text: if ye ſpall flill do wickedly, 
ye ſhall be e both ye and you King. 

Theſe are very harſh and threatning Ex: 
preſſions; but if rightly conſidered, and pro- 
perly apply d, both we and our F Ring may be 
made happy. | 

In making theſe Words 2 Clear as poſſible 
to our Underſtanding, I ſhall ſhew you on 
what Account they were Factinictcd ro us 
in Holy Writ. 
The People of 1/7ael, being) weary of the 
Government of the Sons of Sammel, were de- 
termined to {ſhake off their judicial Yoke, 
and introduce a monarchical: Government, 
fot it is expreſſly ſaid, 1 Sam. viii. 3. His 
Sons walked not in his Ways; but turned 
afide after Lucre and took Briber, and per- 
verted Judgment. The Ifraehites laboured 
under ſo many Oppreſſions by the Male- Ad- 
miniſtration of their Publick Affairs, that, 
at all Adventures, they would have a Change; 
for they confidered, that let Things happen 
ever ſo bad, they could not be worſe than to 
nave tlie love of Lucre, and taking | Bribes. 
the ny Rule ef their Goverfiors Actions 
* '\ which 
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which redurcedthem almoſt toa State of Deſpair; 

Samuel, the Prophet of the Lord, was 
greatly diſpleaſed at theſe intended Altera- 
tions, and the Diſgrace which muſt inevita- 
bly fall upon his Sons: he therefore made uſe 
of all his Faculties to reſent the Inſult offered 
to his Family. And here we may plainly. ſee, 
how tenderly; God dealt with Samuel his 
faithful Servant. He well kney the Frailties 
of human Nature, and that the Love of a 
Father to his Children was too apt to extol 
their valuable Qualifications, but always blind 
to their Faults. The Father judged the Peo- 
ple with Integrity; and he could not imagine 
that his Sons would deviate from his juſt and 
paternal Directions: He made uſe of no baſe 
Arrifices to deceive the People he governed; 
but all his Views centered in their Happineſs: 
He feared the Lord, and ſerved him in 
Truth with all his Heart. His Sons, on 
the contrary, did not fear the Lord, bur t99k 

ribes; that is, they ſaerificed the publick 
Good to their own private Gain. The great 
God of Heaven and Earth, the Spring of 
whoſe Actions though impenetrable to the 
deepeſt Inſpectot of mere human Underſtand- 
ing, and in ſome teſpects ſeemingly incon- 
ſiſtent, is ever juſt, and will hereafter appear 
ſo to the meaneſt Capacity: This Omnipotent 
King in ſome meaſure indulged Samuel in 
his paternal Affection, and did not directly 
uphraid him 3 the Iniquities of his Sons; 
but told him. the Iſtaellte have Tejetted 


din Mx, 


625 
Mx, that I ſhould not reign over them, 1 Sam: 
vili. 7. By this we plainly ſee that the Wor- 
thineſs of a Parent makes ſome Atonement 
for the Tranſgreſſions of Children. But not- 
withſtanding That God granted ſome Indul- 
gence to his Prophet, yet his extenſive Love 
to his choſen People would not permit him 
entirely to forſaxe them. His penetrating 
Eye diſcovered thofe Frauds by which the 
Sons of Samuel enriched themſelves at the Ex- 
pence of the Publick ; and therefore expreſſly 
ſays to hitn, Hearken unto their Voice, that 
is, the Voice of the People, and ſhew them the 
Manner of” the King that ſhall reign over 
them. | 
Samnel, at that time advanced in Years, and 
plainly iccing the Reſolution of the Hraelites, 
was glad of an Opportunity of telling the 
People, from the Mouth of God himſelf, as 
he found his Sons muſt no longer rule them, 
the Character of their with'd- for King; which 
is this : He will take your Sons, and appoint 
them for himſelf, for his Chariots, and to 
be his Horſemen, and ſome ſhall run before 
his Chariots. And he will appoint him Cap- 
tains over Thouſands, and Captains over 
Fifties, and will ſet them to ear his Ground, 
and to reap his Harveſt, and to make his 
Inſtruments of War, and Inſtruments of his 
Chariots. And he will take your Daughters 
ro be Confectionaries, and to be Cooks, and 
to be Bakers, And he will take your Fields, 
E an 
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and your Vineyards, and. your Olive-Tards. 
Ant he will take the Tenth. of of your Seed, 
and of your Vineyards, and your Olive. Yards. 
even the beſt of them, na: give them to his 
Servants. 2 he will take- the Tenth of 
your Seed, and of your Vineyards, and give 
to his Officers and to his Servants. And. 
he will take: your  Men-Servants and your 
Maid-Servants, and your goodlieſt young 
Men, and your. Aſſes, and put them to his 
IWork. He will take the Tenth of your Sheep, 
and ye ſball be his Servants. And ye call 
cry out in that Day, becauſe of your King 
which ye ſhall have choſen you, and the Lord 
will not hear you. 1 Sam. viii. 11—18. 

Samuel here relates to them, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, the fatal Conſequences of having an ar- 
bitrary and tyrannical King to rule over them, 
hoping thereby to terrify them from purſuing 
their former Reſolutions. , But the Hraelites 
were ſo far from being mov d by this em- 
phatical Specch, that the only Anſwer they 
made was this; Nay, but we will have a 
King over us. We here plainly ſee, that all 
the Calamitics and Oppreſſions of monar- 
chical . Tyranny were of no weight with a 
People whole Judges turned aſide after 
Lucre, and took Brite, and perverted Judg- 
ment. 
Having given you the Reaſons why the 
People of 1/rael were reſolved, at all hazards, 
to change their Form of Gorernment; Ifrall 
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now ſhew the proper Uſe which ought to be 
made by us from that great Event. 

It very plainly appears, that turning aſi de 
after Lucre, &c. was, in Holy Writ, allow'd 
to be a ſufficient Reaſon for depoſing their 
Governors ; for God ſaid to Samuel, Hearken 
unto the Voice of the People in all that they 
fay unto thee. The People were injurd, 
and the Publick Money converted to privatc 
Uſes : And fo conſcious were theſe mercenary 
Governors of their Male-Adminiſtration of 
Publick Affairs, that we don't find they made 
the leaſt Attempt to vindicate themielves ; but 
ſeem'd very ready to reſign their Power, and 
glad to enjoy the Fruits of their ill-acquir'd 
Wealth, without farther Enquiry. So all was 
huſh'd, and the Iſraelites had their King. 

The great Mercies we have lately receiv- 
ed from the Hands of the Almighty, and 
which we are now publickly aſſembled to 
acknowledge, I hope will have ſuch an In- 
fluence over our future Conduct, as to pre- 
vent any Relapſe, which may perhaps be at- 
tended with the intire Diſpleaſure of the 
Divine Being, who has in ſo conſpicuous a 
manner delivered us from our Fears and 
Dangers, and turned our Mourning into Joy. 
Let us look upon ourſclves to have received 
the laſt Warning from God to purge us of 
our Iniquities; and to remind us, that if we 
continue in Sin, he will finally forfake ns, 
and deliver us into the Hands of our Enemies. 
E 2 There 
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(28) 
There have been, for ſome Years paſt, 
great Murmurings in this Land, and heavy Com- 
plaints made of the ſame nature with thoſe 
of the Iſraelites, and which were the Cauſe 
of ſo great a Change in their Government. 
On theſe Complaints our Enemies built their 
Hopes, and hence aroſe that Spring which 
has ſpread itſelf into lo many Streams of 
Blood. If theſe Accuſations have any Foun- 
dation of Truth, and if any who have Autho- 
rity over us, have attempted to make a Pro- 
perty of a People whom they ought to pro- 
ret, I hope they will ſeriouſly and conſci- 
entiouſly confider the fatal Conſequences 
which muſt at laſt attend ſuch Proceedings; 
and that the Injuſtice of a Property acquired 
from the Miſeries of an oppreſſed and inju- 
red People will meet with a Puniſhment ſuit- 
able to Crimes of ſo high a Nature: But if 
theſe Accuſations have been groundleſs, and 
the mere Effect of Diſappointment and Malice, 
let ſuch Accuſers conſider with an humble and 
contrite Heart, the direful Confuſion they 
have brought upon theſe Kingdoms, For 
notwithſtanding the real Truth may be art- 
fully ſecreted from us by the dark and intri- 
cate Windings of wicked Politicians ; yet all 
theſe, things will, at the Laſt and Great Day 
of judgment, appear in proper Colours. We 
Mall attend that unerring Court entirely dil- 
robed of all carthly Grandeur, and have no 
3 other 
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other Protection than that of: à good Con- 
rr. een and. erz CID 
Let us all, I beſecch you, now we have it 
in our Power, ſeriouſly reflect on the Un- 
ccrtainty of human Affairs, and the Neceſſity 
we arc under, for our own Preſervation, of 
living in the Fear of the Lord, aud ferving 
him in Truth with all our Hearts; and let 
us never forget how: great Things be hath 
done for us, We have a melancholy In- 
ſtance. of God's Diſpleaſure in the Perſon of 
Saul; for the Prophet Samuel, who anointed 
him King over Iſrael, by the expreſs Command 
of God, brings the following Meſſage to him 
from the ſame Almighty Power; The Lord 
hath rejected thee from being King, 1 Sam. 
xv. 23. and ver. 28. He hath rent the 
Kingdom of Iſrael from thee this Day, and 
given it to a Neighbour of thine, that is 
better than thou. Saul, who had fo often 
triumphed over his Enemies, became too proud 
of his Victories, forgot on what account, and 
by whoſe Power, he was made King of I/ 
rael; and he reign'd over his People with 
too great a Confidence in the Valour of his 
Troops. He turn d aſide as much after Lu- 
cre, in contradiction to the politive Orders 
of God, as thoſe who were depoſed to make 
him a Monarch. But we ſce him ſoon re- 
duced from the greateſt Splendor to the loweſt 
Diſtreſs : His Army was dctcated, his Sons 


were ſlain; and he, finding there was no 


clcaping 


— 0 - a Dar N — 
— 2 * * * a 
hk. - ” 2 


— 


we 


2 
G 
"1 
in U 
1 = 
as | 
9 
. 1 
1 
1 
"OY 
4 

* 
* 
. 

N 

7 


* »— I = w — — d * —— 
3 —_ == | x y . 
—Z ACS. ERIE ARE 
By l - 9232 


1 a# 4A 


FI 
—_— ——— — 


= * 
MED Is 


— 


— 
— 
— 


2 — 2 —— 2 . 5 3 
— . _ * = "= - — — 
— — ** 


(3 
eſcapingo from the Hands of his Enemies, 
tooł 4 1.— and fell upon it. This ended 
„* Reign of the Firſt-Anointed. of | Iſrael. 
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Let us then ſeriouſiy Soader theſe Things in 
* Hearts and) by the Bleſſing of God up- 
on our, beſt-Endeavours, I hope we ſhall not 
continue ftill to do wickedly, but with a fix'd 
Reſolution devote ourſelves to the Service of 
God and the Good of our Country; that we 
may, with a truly religious and humble Con- 


fidence hope for Salvation, both We 4 our 
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